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On Belonging and the Void Between

You Made Your Bed, Now Sleep In It (Also called Bridal Illusion) (detail), mattresses, steele, dryer lint, tulle, 84x48x30

OPENING RECEPTION
July 8th, 2017
7pm - 10pm

GALLERY HOURS
Wednesday - Saturday

12pm - 6pm
and by appointment

On Belonging and the Void Between
Curated by Asha Ganpat
This exhibition is a selection of works about the nature of belonging 
and a look to the vacuous and vulnerable experience of being out 
of place.  Without a sense of belonging, we are adrift in a sea of 
otherness.  Of the ways we may untether from familiarity, the shift 
in becoming an outsider can shake the foundation of our very sense 
of self.  

July 8th - Aug 31st, 2017
Gallery Aferro Main Gallery
73 Market Street, Newark



Environmentally and socially conscious, Donna is interested in transforming 
common materials, the detritus from our daily lives, into beautiful and evocative 
artwork. These sculptures form a wry commentary on the plight of feeling like 
an outsider, and sometimes an imposter, while living as an artist, a wife and a 
mother in the suburbs of New Jersey. Containing references to the fairy tale 
The Princess and The Pea, and highlighting the labors of marriage and domestic 
life, they both speak to the expectations of women, the choices we make and 
the lives we create for ourselves, both good and bad.

Donna Conklin King is a multi-disciplinary artist living and working in Essex 
County.  Her sculptural work focuses on creating beauty from the objects and 
daily rituals of life.  Often adapting the concept of Kintsugi*,  King repurposes 
household objects such as Porcelain Tchotchkes, broken China, food containers 
and dryer lint, transforming them into desirable objects.  Donna’s sculpture and 
Mosaic work can be found at The Wildflower Sculpture Park and the Turtleback 
Zoo in Essex County. She has an MFA in Sculpture from Rutgers University, a 
degree in Studio Art from Skidmore and has received a Fellowship in Sculpture 
from the state arts council of NJ.

*“Kintsugi  is the Japanese art of fixing broken pottery with lacquer resin dust-
ed or mixed with powdered gold, silver or platinum. As a philosophy, it speaks 
to breakage and repair becoming part of the history of an object, rather than 
something to disguise.”

www.donnaconklin.com
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Gallery Aferro
Ironbound Station
PO Box 5668
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Mission
The mission of Gallery Aferro is to bring 
cultural education and aesthetic  engagement 
with contemporary issues to all people 
equally, and to create an environment 
where artists can gather and share physical 
and intellectual resources. We are working 
towards an arts community that is available 
to everyone, without sacrificing standards 
or quality of experience. 

Accessing The Gallery
Gallery hours are listed above, come by for a 
visit! Gallery Aferro is a street level store front 
gallery and is wheelchair accessible. If you 
need special assistance, requests, or desire 
additional information about accessibility, 
please email our ADA Coordinator, Evonne 
Davis, at edavis@aferro.org. We believe art 
is absolutely for everyone and are very 
happy to accommodate anyone’s needs 
but please give us 1 weeks notice for any 
arrangements that will need to be made at 
the gallery. If you require large print press 
materials please let us know 48 hours ahead 
of time.

Sponsors
We gratefully acknowledge the support of 
our funders, sponsors and the individual 
donors who make our programs possible. 
The Geraldine R. Dodge Foundation, The 
New Jersey State Council on the Arts/
Department of State, a Partner Agency of 
the National Endowment for the Arts, and 
RBH Group.

Diamonds and Pearls (Anniversary Elements for Modern Marriage) (detail), kneepads, velvet, rope 
trim, refrigerator safety glass, costume pearls, dimensions variable, 2017


