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The Memorial of the Monthly Genocide (detail), oil and blood on wood, 70x38, 2015

OPENING RECEPTION
October 17th, 2015

7pm – 10pm

GALLERY HOURS
Wednesday - Saturday

12pm - 6pm
and by appointment

Molting
Curated by Kayla Carucci, Alex Scott Cumming, & Jacob Mandel

Molting relates the psyche to free will by means of non corporeal 
identification. The show displays artists’ self portraits through repre-
sentation of the ephemeral, the immaterial, and the objective. These 
representations are a process of association; i.e. through housing, 
environment, culture, subculture, relationships, and their various 
manifestations. A choice is an act of free will, consciously or sub-
consciously, and carry an imprint of the will. The paradox of free 
will and the psyche, a universal object originating before the human 
individual, creates non corporeal phenomena through which the 
artists may convey themselves. Molting is exposing the responsibility 
for change in our world.

Oct 15 - Dec 19, 2015
Gallery Aferro Main Gallery
73 Market Street, Newark



Jessica Ellis’ work is based off of social commentary, parody and satire 
specifically concerning American twenty-something white women. As an 
American twenty-something white woman herself, she applies the lens 
of a feminist and a young artist to contemporary issues in and outside 
of the art world, issues such as sororities, ornamentation of the female 
body, as well as art historical parody involving young women in western 
art. Rather than categorize her work as “feminist”, Jessica focuses on us-
ing feminism as a topic rather than a theme in order to have the freedom 
of speaking within a sole perspective.

Jessica Ellis is a 25-year-old long time Northern New Jersey based oil 
painter recently relocated to Brooklyn New York. Jessica has actively 
shown in Manhattan, Brooklyn, Newark as well as several northern New 
Jersey locations.  She received her BFA in Painting at Montclair State 
University in 2013. She was trained by artists such as Julie Heffernan and 
Tom Sanford who’s influence is still apparent in her work. Since receiving 
her degree, Jessica has been working out of her home studio building a 
portfolio that she plans on submitting for her Master’s in Painting this 
winter.

www.jessica-ellis.com

The Head of George Baselitz as an Offering to the Female Painter, blood and oil on wood, 24x30, 2014
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Mission
The mission of Gallery Aferro is to bring 
cultural education and aesthetic  engagement 
with contemporary issues to all people 
equally, and to create an environment 
where artists can gather and share physical 
and intellectual resources. We are working 
towards an arts community that is available 
to everyone, without sacrificing standards 
or quality of experience. 

ADA Information
Gallery Aferro is wheelchair accessible. If 
you need special assistance or requests 
concerning ADA information please email 
our ADA Coordinator, Evonne Davis, 
at edavis@aferro.org. We believe art is 
absolutely for everyone and are very happy 
to accommodate anyone’s needs but please 
give us 1 weeks notice for any arrangements 
that will need to be made at the gallery. If 
you require large print press materials 
please let us know 48 hours ahead of time.

Sponsors
We gratefully acknowledge the support of 
our funders, sponsors and the individual 
donors who make our programs possible. 
The Geraldine R. Dodge Foundation, The 
New Jersey State Council on the Arts/
Department of State, a Partner Agency of 
the National Endowment for the Arts, The 
Union Foundation, The New Jersey Council 
for the Humanities, a state partner of the 
national endowment for the Humanities 
Hunterdon Brewery, and RBH Group.


