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Mom (detail), acrylic and oil on board, 28x60, 2014

OPENING RECEPTION
October 17th, 2015

7pm – 10pm

GALLERY HOURS
Wednesday - Saturday

12pm - 6pm
and by appointment

Molting
Curated by Kayla Carucci, Alex Scott Cumming, & Jacob Mandel

Molting relates the psyche to free will by means of non corporeal 
identification. The show displays artists’ self portraits through repre-
sentation of the ephemeral, the immaterial, and the objective. These 
representations are a process of association; i.e. through housing, 
environment, culture, subculture, relationships, and their various 
manifestations. A choice is an act of free will, consciously or sub-
consciously, and carry an imprint of the will. The paradox of free 
will and the psyche, a universal object originating before the human 
individual, creates non corporeal phenomena through which the 
artists may convey themselves. Molting is exposing the responsibility 
for change in our world.

Oct 15 - Dec 19, 2015
Gallery Aferro Main Gallery
73 Market Street, Newark



Inspired by the human experience of navigating the extreme ups and downs 
of life, relationships, and natural imperfection, she creates expressive obser-
vational, figurative and portrait paintings and drawings in oil, acrylic, pen and 
pencil. Her works are inevitable reflections on her own life, dealing with the 
subtle hilarity and absurdity of insecurity, experience, and human conditions like 
boredom, vulnerability and femininity. She often uses language in her work to 
evoke a sense of wry humor and playfulness, particularly stemming from her 
deep love of comics and graphic novels. 

Her work is funny, intuitive and offers a deep sense of emotional approachabil-
ity. Alicia’s free and playful spirit is highly apparent in her work, making it easily 
digestible and thought provoking. Though she deals with concepts of secre-
cy, commentary on social interaction, romantic and intimate relationships, and 
feminism, her work still manages to not take itself too seriously, illuminating her 
own approaches on living an absurd but happy life.  

Alicia Papanek grew up in Los Angeles, California and graduated from Otis Col-
lege of Art and Design in 2009. She now lives and works in the Hudson Valley 
after living in New York City for 5 years. She thrives much more naturally in the 
comforts of quiet, trees and mountains. She very much likes to dance, laugh 
loudly, cook and eat delicious food and of course, make art. 

www.aliciapapanek.tumblr.com
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Mission
The mission of Gallery Aferro is to bring 
cultural education and aesthetic  engagement 
with contemporary issues to all people 
equally, and to create an environment 
where artists can gather and share physical 
and intellectual resources. We are working 
towards an arts community that is available 
to everyone, without sacrificing standards 
or quality of experience. 

ADA Information
Gallery Aferro is wheelchair accessible. If 
you need special assistance or requests 
concerning ADA information please email 
our ADA Coordinator, Evonne Davis, 
at edavis@aferro.org. We believe art is 
absolutely for everyone and are very happy 
to accommodate anyone’s needs but please 
give us 1 weeks notice for any arrangements 
that will need to be made at the gallery. If 
you require large print press materials 
please let us know 48 hours ahead of time.

Sponsors
We gratefully acknowledge the support of 
our funders, sponsors and the individual 
donors who make our programs possible. 
The Geraldine R. Dodge Foundation, The 
New Jersey State Council on the Arts/
Department of State, a Partner Agency of 
the National Endowment for the Arts, The 
Union Foundation, The New Jersey Council 
for the Humanities, a state partner of the 
national endowment for the Humanities 
Hunterdon Brewery, and RBH Group.


