
www.aferro.org | www.aferrostudios.org | www.activatemarketstreet.org
73 Market Street, Newark, NJ | 973.353.9533

Wed - Sat 12-6

GALLERY AFERRO

Eleta J. Caldwell and Rodney M. Gilbert 
Memorial Gallery
Presented by Gallery Aferro, with the support of Newark Arts

Gallery Aferro and Newark Arts are honoring the lives of two pow-
erful and much-beloved Newark culture workers: Rodney Gilbert 
(July 27, 1967- November 8, 2017) and Eleta J. Caldwell (June 13, 
1945 – December 13, 2017). Ms. Caldwell was Mr. Gilbert’s teacher, 
and both were working artists passionately committed to cultural 
leadership in Newark, and to mentorship of the artistically inclined 
youth of the community. The new Memorial Gallery, located within 
Gallery Aferro’s downtown location at 73 Market Street, is an in-
timate space appropriate for visual arts exhibits, poetry readings, 
screenings, and other sorts of gatherings where people connect 
with ideas and each other. The gallery is a place to linger, and a place 
for remembering.

www.aferro.org

Gallery Aferro
73 Market St., 2nd Floor

Dedication & Opening Reception
February 10th, 2018

7-10 pm at Gallery Aferro
73 Market Street

Rodney M. Gilbert - (1967 - 2017)

Image by Colleen Gutwein for Newark Arts Photo Documentary Project



In 2003 Rodney M. Gil-
bert founded Yendor 
Productions in Newark, 
NJ to meet the challeng-
es of the underserved 
artists and communities. 
As CEO of Yendor Pro-
ductions he developed, 
oversaw, and produced 
arts education program-
ming and events and 
consulted on numerous 
projects. As one of the 
leading teaching artists in 
the tristate area, he pro-
vided acting instruction 
for numerous institu-
tions. A professor in the 
Theatre Department of 
Drew University, an arts 
educator for the Kenne-
dy Center’s Wolftrap Program, and the Director of the Writers Program 
for Playwrights Theater, he developed the after school arts education 
program “ZOOM” for the City of Newark, NJ and provided professional 
development for the Caucus Educational Corporation’s Stand and De-
liver Program. He conducted workshops as far as Johannesburg, South 
Africa.

As the Senior Program Manager for the Newark Murals Program, He 
was directly responsible for many of the murals that enhance the esthet-
ic of the City of Newark. He advocated tirelessly for equal pay for artists 
raising awareness for a better Newark through the Arts. He curated 
many art shows throughout the City of Newark focusing on new and 
developing artists as well as showing established ones. Yendor Produc-
tions provided many arts activities to Newark children in the form of 
outdoor activities as well as summer arts programs. Mr. Gilbert, a New-
ark Arts High School graduate, earned a BFA from the University of the 
Arts in Philadelphia in 1989. A member of the Actors Equity Association, 
a Leadership Newark Fellow, and a Audelco Award Nominee and re-
cipient of numerous awards including the Civic Engagement by Drew 
University. In 2014, he was appointed by Mayor Ras J. Baraka to serve as 
one of the first members of the City of Newark’s LGBTQ commission. 
Image courtesy of Aferro Mobile Portrait Studio.
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Gallery Aferro
Ironbound Station
PO Box 5668
Newark, NJ 07105
USA

Mission
The mission of Gallery Aferro is to bring 
cultural education and aesthetic  engagement 
with contemporary issues to all people 
equally, and to create an environment 
where artists can gather and share physical 
and intellectual resources. We are working 
towards an arts community that is available 
to everyone, without sacrificing standards 
or quality of experience. 

Accessing The Gallery
Gallery hours are listed above, come by for a 
visit! Gallery Aferro is a street level store front 
gallery and is wheelchair accessible. If you 
need special assistance, requests, or desire 
additional information about accessibility, 
please email our ADA Coordinator, Evonne 
Davis, at edavis@aferro.org. We believe art 
is absolutely for everyone and are very 
happy to accommodate anyone’s needs 
but please give us 1 weeks notice for any 
arrangements that will need to be made at 
the gallery. If you require large print press 
materials please let us know 48 hours ahead 
of time.

Sponsors
We gratefully acknowledge the support of 
our funders, sponsors and the individual 
donors who make our programs possible. 
The Geraldine R. Dodge Foundation, The 
New Jersey State Council on the Arts/
Department of State, a Partner Agency of 
the National Endowment for the Arts, and 
RBH Group.


