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Victor Davson, Misogyny Papers/Apology IV (detail), acrylic, newspaper and magazine clippings on hardboard panels, 60x84, 2019-20

GALLERY HOURS
Wednesday - Saturday

12pm - 6pm
and by appointment

Misogyny Papers/Apology
Guest Curator Cynthia Hawkins, Ph.D.  
Assistant Curator Juno ZagoJune 16 - Sep 11, 2021

Eleta J. Caldwell and Rodney M. 
Gilbert Memorial Gallery 

73 Market Street, Newark
Misogyny Papers/Apology is an ongoing project that seeks to negotiate a space 
for rethinking gender stereotypes and systemic racism by creating an environ- 
ment that melds the intimacy of the artist workspace with the full accessibility 
of a public exhibition. Conceived and executed by artist Victor Davson, the 
project draws on a long tradition of socially engaged art and channels it 
through the lens of contemporary life in the wake of the #MeToo movement. 

For the tenure of the exhibition, Davson will take up residency in Gallery 
Aferro’s Memorial Gallery in a collaboration that will merge the vision of the 
Misogyny Papers/Apology project with the mission of Gallery Aferro into one 
seamless alignment: to disrupt the existing race-gender power dynamics in 
American culture openly and fearlessly. 



Born in Georgetown, Guyana, Victor Davson is a practicing artist who, since 
immigrating to the United States and earning a BFA from the Pratt Institute in 
Brooklyn, co-founded Aljira, a Center for Contemporary Art in Newark, New 
Jersey, where he served as the director from 1983 until 2018.

Davson’s work is heavily influenced by the anti-colonial politics of the Carib-
bean, as well as by the intellectual powerhouses of that period, including 
extraordinary writers and activists like Martin Carter, Frantz Fanon, and Walter 
Rodney. Since 1996, his series of paintings and drawings, which include the 
Limbo/Anansi drawings, Bad Cow Comin’ paintings, and his most recent paintings 
on long-playing vinyl record album covers, are his attempt as an ar tist to 
negotiate the roots of identity in a terrain of loss and desire. 

Each of these series are a response to Davson’s strong memories from his 
childhood in Guyana, where the tradition of folk performance involves partici-
pants masquerading from house to house on Christmas Day. He sees these 
carnivalesque characters as metaphors for people of the African Diaspora, 
who have survived because of their resiliency.

His work has been a part of notable exhibitions at the Rush Arts Gallery; The 
Tomasulo Gallery; DHR Gallery One; The New Jersey State Museum; Five 
Myles Gallery; Museo de Arte Moderno de la Republica Dominicana; Francis 
Kyle Gallery in London, England; National Museum of Fine Arts in Havana, 
Cuba; and Art Jonction Internacional in Nice, France.
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Mission
The mission of Gallery Aferro is to function 
as a platform for the exchange of ideas in 
service of advancing human dignity and 
beauty, with a focus on visual arts as the 
vehicle, proudly located in Newark, NJ.

Accessing The Gallery
Gallery hours are listed above, come 
by for a visit! Gallery Aferro is a street 
level store front gallery and is wheelchair 
accessible. If you need special assistance, 
requests, or desire additional information 
about accessibility, please email our ADA 
Coordinator, Candace Nicholson, at 
cnicholson@aferro.org. We believe ar t 
is absolutely for everyone and are very 
happy to accommodate anyone’s needs 
but please give us 1 weeks notice for any 
arrangements that will need to be made 
at the gallery. If you require large print 
press materials please let us know 48 
hours ahead of time.

Sponsors
We gratefully acknowledge the support of 
our funders, sponsors and the individual 
donors who make our programs possible. 
The Geraldine R. Dodge Foundation, The 
New Jersey State Council on the Arts/
Department of State, a Partner Agency of 
the National Endowment for the Arts, and 
RBH Group.

Victor Davson, Misogyny Papers/Apology VII, 
acrylic, newspaper and magazine clippings on hardboard panels, 72x62, 2019-20


